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ACTS ix. 15, 16 


But the Lord . aid unto bim, Go thy 

; weg for He is a choſen veſſel unto 

„ to bear my name before the Gen- 

3 and kings, and the children of 
Ijroel.. Mt 

For I will ſbew Him bow great things be 


* ſuſfer 1 my name Jake. 


TIED N this Chapter are 3 
YEE theTriumphs of divine Grace, 
in the Converſion of St. Paul. 
By whoſe Converſion, a Means 
was provided, that we of this 
Nation, as part of the Gen- 
tile World, might be called with the Gentiles 
into the Fellowſhip of the Goſpel. 

So many Difficulties ſeemed to lie in the 
way, and to obſtruct the End of this celebrated 
Converſion, that the Succeſs of it has always 
been conſider d by the Church as a miraculous 
Effect of God's Grace. The natural Warmth 

5 * 7 — 


7 


Work of their Converſion, we find, 


2 J Sermon preach'd at the Inthronement 


2 4 * — 


ſo ſuddenly reſtrained from executing the 
Commiſſion he had received from the Jewiſh 
High-Prieſt, by a ſuperior Commiſſion from 
God the Lover of Souls. By that Commiſſion, 
he was ſent to the Synagogues, as an Inqui- 
ſitor from the Jewiſh Church; by this, he 
applies to them as a Preacher of Jeſus Chriſt; 
by that, he was impower'd to bind the Chriſti- 
2 by this, he was inſtructed to confound the 
ws. | - 


In our ordinary Applications to Men, 


«© 6s 
_ 


low-Labourers in the Goſpel, we find jt*ver 
difficult to remove their Prejudices;- and. ti 
gain upon their Prepoſſeſſions ; to..deftroy-an | 
evil Habit, and to raiſe and cultivate gc 


2 8801 
one. We are obliged, in ſuch Caſes, as it 
were, to lie in wait for Sinners; to watch for 
their Souls, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, and patient- 
ly to expect ſome lucid Interval, ſome propi- 
tious Opportunity, that we may ſpeak the Truth 
in Chriſt, and adminiſter the Word of Exhortation 
with greater Efficacy. But when God is pleaſed 
| A to 


” Name: before the Gentiles, an 
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of the Lad. Arch- Biſbop of Canterbury. 
to take intirely into his own Hands the Con 
ſion of a Sinner; He that made the 
Man, can eaſily refreſh his own Image wal gh 
perſcription there.z can reduce and xe; alate, a 1 
its Motions, and et! it right 1 in an, Inſtant. 
When St. Paul was ſufficiently prepared by 
our Lord to be this choſen V eels to hear: his 
Kings, and the 
Children of Iſrael; — the Ter appointed 
to lay his Hands upon him, and to receive 


him ints-rhe Church; by Baptiſm, Was Ana- 


nias, ſtiled in the 3 * 2 Diſciple, aud pto- 

bably one of the Seventy. ., . 

This devout Perſon, charged by our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour with this important. Command, 
felt, it ſeems, a mighty Prejudice in his Mind; 

and indeed a very natural one: Lord, ſays he, 
I have heard by many of thts Man, How much 
Evil he hath done to thy. Saints at Jeruſalem. 
An Obje&ion which in itſelf was ſo Juſt and 
een that it occaſion d, you 4 = a kind 
of Expoſtulation. even betwixt . our. Bleſſed 
Saviour and his Diſciple: Nor did our Lord 
think fit to over- rule it in a meer authorita- 
tive way; but was pleaſed, in the Words of 
the Text, to remove the Prejudice, AS well as 
to infiſt upon the Command. 

I have heard, ſays this good Diſciple, 1 have 
heard by many of this Man, how much Evil he 
hath done to thy Saints. The World will 
be ſure to talk loudly gf any Evil that is done 
to the Church by thoſe who are called to mini- 
ſter in holy Things: of any Corruption in 
253d Ba. their 


— 


duct, of any Neglect in t 
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4 A Sermon preachꝰd at the Inthronement 
their Doctrine, of any V 7 88 in their Con- 
z egle& in their Duty, of any 
Immorality in their Lives.— A Severity 


that will be Beneficial to us, if we are ſo 


much the more watchful over ourſelves in all 
theſe Points. ee Ws GS 

Whatever Evil had been done by St. Paul to- 
wards the Saints at Feruſalem, was conſidered 


by our Bleſſed Saviour with theſe favourable 


Allowances, — That he he did it Ignorantly 
and in Unbelief.— A Conſideration which, 
in the ſame Proportion that it does excuſe 
St. Paul, does plainly aggravate the Guilt of 
ſuch Outrages in thoſe, who would take it ill 
to be ſuſpected either of Ignorance or Unbe- 
hef. | 
Upon the whole Matter, our Saviour does 
inſiſt upon his Command to Anamas, Go thy 


way, ſays he, for he is 2 choſen Veſſel unto 


me, to bear my Name before the Gentiles, and 
Kings, and the Children of Iſrael. For I will 
fhew him how great Things he muſt ſuffer for my 
Name's ſake. — And Anamas went his Way, 
- Wd i all his Prejudices to the Wiſdom of 
Theſe wonderful Circumſtances in the Con- 


verſion of St. Paul, and theſe Difficulties upon 


his firſt Introduction into the Apoſtleſnip, af- 
ford us a moſt illuſtrious Proof of God's Con- 
cern for his Church. And therefore I] cannot 


think it improper, upon this Occaſion, to 


commemorate theſe Circumſtances in the Con- 


verſion of this great Apoſtle, and theſe Preju- 


dices 


1 
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of the Ld. Arch-Biſbop of Canterbury. 5 * 


dices againſt him, when he was firſt called to 
do the Work of an Apo(.te. 


And yet I am ſenſible that theſe particular 


Conſiderations have nothing common with the 


Solemnity of this Day, nothing directly appli- 
cable to the Cafe before us. For we are now 
aſſembled, J believe, with as general a Satiſ- 


faction as was ever entertain'd upon ſuch an 


Occaſion, to conſider the Goodneſs of God in 
a different Light; in raiſing up unto us 4 
Prophet from the mdf of us, of our Brethren, 
like unto our ſelves + A Prelate of an Heredita- 
ry Zeal for the Eſtabliſhed Church of this Na- 
tion ; a Zeal, not inſtigated by Paſſion, but 
ſteddily directed by a perfect Knowledge of our 
Conſtitution, and a Perſwaſion (grounded up- 
on a very laborious and accurate Search into 
Antiquity,) “ * That the Church of Eng- 
« land, whereof we are Members, is in iti 
Dock rine, Government, Diſcipline, and Worſhip, 


truly Apoſtolical; and, in all reſpects, comes 


the neareſt up to the Primitive Pattern, of any 
“ Chriſtian Church at this Day in the World. 
A Perſon thus qualified to procure Honour 


to our Religion, to maintain its Rights, and to 


preſerve its Purity ; exerciſed in all the Duties 
of the Sacred Function, and Equal to the Care 
of All the Churches 3 His Majeſty has advan- 
ced to the Higheſt Station in the Church, as a 


3 


r 


* Vid. Preface to the Epiſtle of the Apoſtolical Fathers, 
by the Lord Biſhop of Lincoln, naw Lord Arch-Biſhop of 

ur y. e . 0 | | f . 
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Pledge of his ſtedfaſt Reſolution to ſupport and 


J encourage the Church of England as it is by 


Law Eiſtabliſh'd ; and that à Prelate of ſuc 
eminent Endowments, and ſuch exemplary San- 
city, might, by this Teſtimony of his Royal 
Favour, be more effectually recommended. to 
all his Subjects, as an Example to the Belieuers, 
in Mord, in Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, 
#1 Faith, in Purity. 

„ Lſee, methinks, in the Words of my Text, 8 
the Archiepiſcopal Character drawn. — the 
Hand of God : — He is a choſen Veſſel unto 


me, to bear my Name before the Gentiles, and 


Kings, and the Children of Iſrael. For I will 
ew him how great Things he muſt ſuffer for my 


Names ſake. — 


Here 1s nothing in this Apoſtolical com- 
miſſion to excite a worldly Ambition, nothing 
to allure the Vanity of Human Nature ; but 


| the ſolid Subſtance of our Duty is clearly repre- 


ſented to us, and this afflicting Conſideration 
very ſtrongly inculcated, — That, in the 


Exerciſe of our Miniſtry, we muſt ſuffer many 
Things for the ſake of Chriſt. 


The whole Matter of the Text is caſt i into 
fick a natural Diſtribution, betwixt the active 


and pafſive Duties of our Profeſſion, that I 
ſhall - affect any other Method in this Diſ- 


courſe, than to conlider theſe ſeveral Points of 
Dury, in the Order they ſtand before me. 
But the Condition of Chriſtianity, at this 


time and in St. Paul's, are ſo very different, 
that theſe Words, as they were ſpoken by our 


Bleſſed 


Bleſſed Saviour, of St. Paul, and not of the Bi- 


ſhops and Paſtors of the Church at this time 5 
ſo they are not now to be explained in ſuch a 
manner as if they were literally, and in all 
reſpects, the very ſame Rule and Direction to 
us, that they were then to St. Paul. 


1 And yet, I think, they are ſo in 0 


thoſe general Duties at all times incumbent up- 


on the Biſhops and Paſtors of the Chriſtian 


Church, that, as far as they can be accomoda- 


ted to the preſent State and Condition of 


Chriſtianity, they ought always to be under- 
ſtood as a Rule and Inſtruction to us. 
And if the general State of the World is 
ſuch as to require a conſtant Exerciſe of theſe 
Duties, then there is manifeſtly a Neceſſity of 
perpetuating in the Church a ſelect Order of 
Men to miniſter in holy Things, to bear the Name 
of Chrift before the Gentiles, and A and 
the Children of Iſrael. 


Now here, in the Firff Place, we may ob- 


ſerve, that what is render'd in our Tranſla- 
tion— to bear my Name, is, in the Greek, 
Tz Bpasdomy m3 Bond ws * which expreſſes the 


mighty Weight and Difficulty that lies upon 


thoſe who are Called to bear = Name of Chriſt. 

And this ſhews ys the proper Ground and Rea- 

ſon of Calling Men, by a ſpecial Vocation, to 

be the Miniſters of Chriſt + becauſe indeed in 

the Diſcharge of this e, Office, Men have 

need to be ſupported by a {ſpecial Grace and 
Aſſiſtance. | 1} stein 


Secondly, 


Bn 5 


of the Ld. Arch-Biſbop of Cantethuty. 7 
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8 As Sermon preach'd at the Inthronement 
Secondly, We are to obſerve the Force and 
Compaſs of this Expreſſion, — To bear the 
Name of Chriſt ; — a Word which charges 
us not only with a clear and open Profeſſion 
of the Chriſtian Religion before all Men, be- 
fore the Gentiles, and Kings, and the Children 
of Iſrael; but alſo beſpeaks of us a due, that is, 
the higheſt 'Regard for the Honour of His 
Truth, for the Welfare, the Inrereſt, and Re- 
putation of His holy Religion. This is truly 
to bear the Name of Chriſt, and this Significa- 
tion the Word carries, not only in the Greek and 
_ Latin, but in our own, and, I think, in moſt 
Languages. e ä 
Thirdly, As to the Charge of bearing tbe 
Name of Chriſt before the Gentiles : This was 
indeed in a very particular manner committed 
to St. Paul, who was called with great Diſtin- 
ction, upon that Account, the Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles: And he ſpeaks of it as a Matter of 


great Honour and peculiar Favour to him; 


Unto me, ſays he, 1s this Grace given, that 
I ſbould preach among the Gentiles the un- 
fearchable Riches of Chriſt. 
Now fince we have Reaſon to believe that 
God, in his own good time, will bring in the 
fulneſs of the Gentiles, and fince God has ap- 
pointed no outward viſible Means to be uſed in 
order to this, but the preaching of the Goſ- 
pel ; it will be preſumed, that to preach Chriſt 
to the Gentiles, is a Duty ſtill incumbent upon 
the Miniſters of Chriſt. - | 


And 


3 5 


# the Ld.. Arch-Biſbep of Canterbury. 9 


And the Church therefore does, at this Day, 
male all the Efforts her preſent Circumſtances 
will admit of, to propagate the Goſpel among 
the Unconverted Gentiles : And for this Pur- 
poſe, a Society is eſtabliſhed by the Royal Au- 
thority in this Kingdom, 2 — of many 
learned, judicious,  and' well-diſpoſi — Perſbny,, 
of which Society, His Grace re Arch-Biſhop 
of this Province is Preſident, And the Writ- 
ings of the:Engliſþ Clergy, upon the Cateche- 
tical and Practical Points of Chriſtianity, are, 
perhaps, the very beſt Helps that can be pro- 
duced (next I mean to the Goſpel itſelf, and 
to the Aſſiſtance of God's Grace) for the 
bringing in the fulneſs of the Gentiles, ' 
But the preſent Condition of Chriſtianity, 
now an; National in the moſt conſiderable 
Parts of the World, and, in many reſpects, in- 
terwoven with the Civil Polity, as it furniſhes 


to the Biſhops and Paſtors of the Church a 


greater variety of Care and Duty, than when 
| the Houſbold of Faith was narrow, in Compari- 
ſon with what it is at this Time; ſo it does in a 
great meaſure confine their Care to a proper 
and particular Juriſdiction. And for a Biſhop 
now-a-days, in any Regular and National 
Church, to be making Excurſions into the 


Heathen World, would be. to abandon the 


ſtrongeſt Intrenchments of Chriſtianity, and to 
expoſe to a certain Danger thoſe that are With- 


in, upon a. bare Probability of gaining ſome 


that are Without. 
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10 A Sermon preach'd at the Inthronement 
In this Point therefore of preaching Chriſt 
to the Gentiles, the Governors of the Church 
muſt be content to labour with other Mens 
Hands; and if they are not always ſo happy as 
to procure ſuch Hands, as are, in all reſpects, 
worthy of the Work, 1 do not ſee how they: 
can fairly be blamed upon that Account. 
But we have, in Truth, (I am ſorry to ob- 
ſerve it) a ſufficient Share of this uty of 


preaching Chriſt to the Gentiles, without look» 


ing beyond the Bounds of our own Country. 
We have among ourſelves a certain Leaven of 
Paganiſm, that is working upon the very Vi- 


_ tals of Chriſtianity. — What can 1 ſay leſs 


of the profeſſed Enemies of Reveal'd Reli- 
gion? Of thoſe, in whom the Senſe of God, 
and Religion, and a Future State, riſes not one 


Degree higher than it did in the Heathen ?. 


Of thoſe, whoſe Lives, far from being under 
the Conduct of that Faith which overcometh the 
World, are governed by meer worldly Conſide- 
rations, by the Views of an intereſted Policy 


and Ambition, by the Proſpects of This Life, 


3 any regard to the Proſpeds of Ano- 

ther ? 
Mien of this Character, without any Vio- 
lence to the Phraſe, we may reckon among 
thoſe that are Without, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks. 
And a harder Task 1t 1s to recover ſuch as have 
turned from the holy Commandment deliver'd un- 


to then, than to guide into the Way of Truth 


thoſe who have been bred in the Darkneſs of 
Ignorance, and have this to fay for them 
ſelves, — 
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ſelves, — How” ſhould we call on him in whom 


we have not believed? And hom ſhould" we be- 
lieve on him of whom we have not heard? And 
how ſbould we hear without a Preacher 8 — © 


Tis a fatal Circumſtance in the Caſe of 
thoſe who are Gentiles here at Home, that the 


very Means which God has ordained for the 


erfecting of the Saints, and for the edifying the 
800 of ny is, with wel, Pooling and 
a Rock of Offence; and that the great Obje- 
ction to our Preaching, is, that we have no 
Authority to Preach at all. Our Character, it 
ſeems, inſtead of recommending us to their 
Eſteem, as the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stew- 
ards of the Myſteries of God, is the very 
Thing they diſlike; and all Pretenfions to mi- 
niſter in holy Things, are heard with greater 
Patience than that which is indeed the very 
beſt Pretenſion. If we debate theſe Points 
with them, then we admit them to be queſti- 
onable Points; and if we will not debate 
them, then we have nothing to ſay for this 
pretended Commiſſion of ours. | 
In this Situation of Things, it is but a me- 
lancholy Conſolation to thoſe who are ſeri- 
ouſly concerned for the 2 of the Saints, 
and for the  edifying of the Body of Chrift, to 
conſider what our Bleſſed Saviour ſaid to his 
Diſciples 5 — He that deſpiſeth you, deſj 5b 
me ; and he that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that 
ſent me, But it is a juſt Reflexion upon ſuch 


| Perſons, — That the Contempt of God and 


C 2 Religion 
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of the Ld. Arch-Biſbop of Canterbury. 11 


—— — 
— er ne dth 


3 — — Lt 
A . — —— — 
— —— — 22 


— 


„ 
22 ee ILL See pod 
. eaten 2322 


EE 


Lo ab , . —_ e 


— 8 —— — — 
= — — 
. — T — 


* 


GI „ en . —— ag 


1 
j 
Z 
. 40 
i, 
I 
b 4 
3 1 
1 kf 
ve 
1 
4 yet 
1 
. 
14 
140 
=Þ 
. 
Li 
< © 
iy 
* 1 
1 
2 I, 
+ : 
„ 
1 
* 
"I 
4 
» 
* 


CESS 
, 


— LT AETEIS&- 
EW > —— ——— — — 


— 
N 5 n N * N W * LOR "of ad 
em < * * e 
„ * e 12 „ > ER EOS 
r | - 8 8 
r Fa % Foy RE - 


14 OR 


12.4 Sermon preach'd at the Inthronemtent 3 
Religion, is generally either the Cauſe or the 


Conlequence of ſuch Principles. 


\ S 4 


We are not to look upon this as a Miſ. 


fortune peculiar to the Age we live in; for in 


all Ages of the Church there has been Ground 
for ſuch Complaints. And by theſe Diffic ul. 


ties and Diſcouragements, God is pleaſed to 


exerciſe the Patience and the Fidelity, the 
Prudence and the Vigilance of his Servants. 
Nou this being the State of God's Church in 
this World, it is a Qualification not unneceſſary, 
but very material in the Character of a Biſiop; 
and therefore particularly recommended by 
St. Paul, that he be a Perſon Having a good 


Report of them which are Without. Moreover, 


ſays he, (as if all he had ſaid before were but 
an imperfect Character of a Biſhop, without 
this,) Moreover, he muſt have à good Report of 
them which are Without, left he fall into Re- 


proach, and the Snare of the Devil. 


When thoſe that are Without, thoſe that 
have, perhaps, little Senſe. of Religion, or 
have had the Misfortune to be train'd. up in 
many unaccountable Prejudices towards us, 
can diſcover in the Biſhops and Paſtors of the 
Church nothing but what is truly Apoſtolical, an 
active Zeal for the Glory of God, a fervent 


Charity towards all Men, a tender Regard for 


the Souls committed to their Charge, an apt- 
neſs to Teach, an exemplary Life and Conver- 
ſation, a Facility in all their Applications to 
Men. — When theſe Things a apa b 

8 tnole 


of - the Ld. Arch-Biſbop of Canterbury. 13 
thoſe who are without; many, tis to be 
hoped, will be diſpoſed to hear, and to be 
directed by them ; and they that are not mo- 
ved themſelves by ſuch a Character, will, how- 
ever, be ſo much the leſs capable of r 
| thoſe that are. 

But when the very Reverſe of this; can, 
with any colour of Truth, be charged upon a 
Biſhop and Governor of the Church 3 this in- 
dieed is falling into Reproach : And, * ſuch a 
Station, a Man can fall no lower. For to _ 
into ſuch Re proach; is, in the language 
the Apoſtle, to fall into the Snare of the en 
vil, who has no ſurer Snare for the Souls of 
Men, than to draw a Reproach, a Scandal, - 
Contempt upon thoſe who are appointed to 
watch over their Souls, and to niniſter unto: them 
in the Name of the l.. 
Fourthly, Another Duty charged upon t the 
Apoſtle in the Text, is that of bearing the 
Name of Chriſt before Kings: — Hie is 4 
choſen Veſſel unto me, to bear my Nome before 
ane Gentiles, and. Kings. 
_ - This, in the Beginnings of Chriſtianity, 
was: a mighty Difficulty upon the Church, 
when the Powers of this World were darkned, 
when the Sword was in the Hands of Perſecu- 
tors, and to preach Chriſt within the Verge 
of a Princes Court was the readieſt way to be 
a Martyr. But fince Kings have become 
the Nur/ing-fathers, and Queens the Nurſing+ 

mothers of the Church, the Caſe is quite alte- 


one A Prince educated 1 in the Principles be 
| the 
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14 A Sermon preach'd at the Inthronement 


the Chriſtian Religion, muſt needs be ſenſible 


that Chriſtianity is ſo far from weakning the 
Securities of Civil Government, that it has 
eſtabliſned the Duties due to Princes from their 
Subjects upon the ſtrongeſt Foundations imagi- 


nable. And therefore it would be unnatural 
to ſuppoſe that a Religion, which gives the 


higheſt Sanction to the Authority of Princes, 
ſnould want their Favour and Protection. 
Thoſe who have the Honour to bear the 
Name of Chriſt before Kings, have all the Rea- 
ſon in the World to expect a Treatment ſuita- 
ble to their Character. But then there is one 
thing neceſſary on their Part too, and that is a 
Conduct ſuitable to their Character. For it 
muſt not altogether be imputed to Kings, that 
thoſe who have been choſen to bear the Name 
of Chriſt before them, have not always done it 
with that Advantage to the Church that might 
have been expected. 5 2 
When the Clergy, and eſpecially thoſe of 
the higher Order, do religiouſly maintain their 
Character, when they conſider themſelves as 
Perſons ſolemnly engaged to bear the Name o 
Chriſt, to ſupport the Reputation, and to ſtudy 


the Welfare of his. Church, to ſpeak of his 


Teſtimonies before Princes, to recommend to 
them the Love and the Care of Religion, the 
Glory of defending the Faith, and of provi- 
ding that God ſhall be worſhipped where-ever 
they are to be obeyed : When all other Confi- 
derations give place to this; when they dif- 
charge this important Truſt with that Plain- 
| neſs 


neſs and Sincerity, with that Confidence in 
Chriſt, with that holy Reſolution, with that 
Concern and Aſſiduity which becomes the Am- 

baſſadors of Chriſt . the Church will not 
fail to reap great Benefit by it. 

To that high Office in which your Graee is 
now inſtated with: all the Advantages of a gene- 
ral Eſteem, the Laws and Conſtitutions of this 
Realm have given the higheſt L 


Degree of Pre- 
eminence. Next to the Royal Blood, you 
ſtand before Princes in the neareſt Situation to 
to the Throne, an Advocate for the Church of 
Chriſt here Militant upon Eartn. 
The Laws have done this Honour to Reli- 
gion, that the Principles of Chriſtianity, might 


be blended with the Principles of Civil Governs 


ment; and the Wiſdom of this World ſanctified 
by that Viſdom which is from Above. And as 
the Kings of Great- Britain are inveſted with a 


Supreme Authority in Matters Eccleſiaſtical as 


well as Civil; it ſeems to be as reaſonable, that 
in Things pertaining to God, His Majeſty ſnould 
require the Advice of the Biſhops and Gover- 


nors of the Church, as that, in Civil Affairs, 


He ſhould act with the Advice of Civil Mini- 
niſters. It is therefore a mutual Satisfaction to 
the Church and to the State, when a Perſon is 
ſeated in the Archiepiſcopal Chair, who knows 


the juſt and proper Limits of Civil and Eccle- 


ſiaſtical Authority, and is ſo truly a Miniſter 
of Chriſt, as to give no Umbrage to the State, 
by affecting too great an Authority in Civil Af-, 


fairs; 
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1 ASerinon-preach'd at the Imbronoment 
fairs; nor to the Church, by affecting too lit- 


tle 1 in 1 Matters truly Eccleſiaſtical. 


Tis true, it is not always in the Power of | 


the beſt and greateſt Men to do the Good they 
would. For innumerable . Difficulties © witl 
ariſe from the Folly and Pride of Men, from 


croſs Junctures of "Things, from Diverſity of 


Opinions, from the Caprice of Courts, and 
from unreaſonable Expectations on all Sides. 
However, thoſe who are in the higheſt Sta- 


tions, have generally the faireſt Opportunities 
of doing the greateſt Things for the Honour of 
God, and for Us Edification of his People. 


And this is a Felicity which we do particu- 


larly congratulate to your Grace upon this 


Occaſion, — The Opportunity of ſoliciting 


the Intereſts of Religion in one of the moſt il- 


luſtrious Courts in the World; of procuring 
Honour to the Chriſtian Faith, and a due Re- 


gard to that truly Apoftolical Church, over 
which, in a moſt eminent Degree, the _ 


Ghoſt has made you Overſeer. 


We hope the Behaviour of all who are ſin- 
cerely in the Intereſt of the Church Eſtabliſh'd, 


and the Conduct of the Clergy in particular, : 


will be ſuch as may always facilitate your 


Grace's Applications to the Throne, in Behalf 


of the Church and the Clergy. 

There is nothing can more indear to this Na- 
tion the Intereſts of His Majeſty, and of His Roy- 
al Poſterity, than a Perſwaſion that the Church 
of England, which has with the greateſt Repu- 

tation, 


. \ ; 


ll i 


of the Ld. Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury. 
tation, in ſo many fiery Trials, ee the 
Truth and Fowl of the Chriſtian Religion, 
againſt all kinds of Oppoſition, ſhall always be 
ſecure under His Majeſty's Government, and 
receive from Him, _ Princes that ſhall! de- 
ſcend from him, the moſt: ſolid Proofs of their 


eſpecial Favour and Eſteem. 


The Proteſtant Succeſſion has * tatxirials _ 


Advantage againſt all Pretenders to the Crown 


in the Popiſh Line, that Men muſt be ſtrongly 
tempted, before they can prevail upon them 


ſelves to embark in ſo deſperate a Deſign, as 
that of introducing a Popiſh Prince, by the 


Subverſion, if it were poſſible, of a Proteſtant 


Succeſſion, eſtabliſh'd upon the moſt mature 


Deliberation, by a moſt univerſal Conſent, 


and after Warnings, never to be forgotten; of 


the utter Incompatibility of a Popiſh Goyern- 


ment, with the Religion, Laws, and Liberties 


of this Nation. 


We are ſorry to Hear that any who profeſs 
to be in Communion with us, thous have 


given ſo great a Wound to the Church and to 
their own Conſciences, by being engaged in ſo 


dark an Undertaking, wit hout ſo much as 


capitulating for their Religion; and in concert 
with Papiſts, who, as we have all the Reaſon 


in the World to believe, had effectually ſtipu- 


lated for their own Religion. 


For, to uſe no other Arguments, it is incre- 
a that Men of that Religion), who ay the 


. 


X Loi Chancellor, in his Speech. | 
. I Laws 
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18 4 Sermon preach'd at the Inthronement 
' Laws of this Kingdom are made incapable =. 


any Places of Truſt or Power in the Nation, 
and of any Part in the Adminiſtration, ſhould, 
at the Peril of their Lives and Fortunes, and 
of all that is dear to Men in this World, have 
engaged in ſuch an Enter prize, if they had not 


been encouraged by more than a frail Promiſe, 


that, if this Attempt had prevail d, ſuch Laws 
ſhould be ſer aſide, and the great Biſhop of 
their Souls reſtored to his ancient Dominion in 
theſe Kingdoms. — But I leave this Melan- 
choly Subject, and proceed now to the 

_ Fifth Conſideration, which the Words of 
the Text ſeem to offer to us, under che- Cha- 
racter here given of St. Paul, — - He is a cho» 
ſen Veſſel unto me, to bear my Name before the 


Gentiles, and Kings, and the Children of I, 


rael. 255 8 

St. Paul, who was an Iſraelite himſelf, want- 
ed no Inclination to be in a moſt particular 
manner ſerviceable to the Children of Iſrael 
in the Diſpenſat ion of the Goſpel : For their 
Converſion he expreſſes a moſt ardent Con- 
cern ; — Brethren, ſays he, my Heart's De- 
fire and Prayer to God for Iſrael, is, that they 


night be ſaved. — They were a People 
proud of their Privileges, and of the peculiar 


Honours God had conferred upon their Na- 


tion. And St. Paul was himſelf too much an 


Ifraelite to be unmindful of theſe Things; but 
then, theſe he looks upon as Confiderations 


which ought to have facilitated their Conver- 


ſion. I hare great Heavineſs, ſays he, and 
„ continual 


F the Ld. Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury. 19 
continual Sorrow in my Heart 3 for I could wiſh 
that my ſelf were accurſed from Chrift;, for 
Brethren, my Kinſmen according 0 the _Fle = 
who are Iſraelites, to whom pertameth the 
Adoption, and the Glory, and the Covenants, 
and the giving of the Law, and the Service 
God, and the Promiſes ; whoſe are the Fathers, 
and of whom, as concerning the Fleſb, Chriſt 
cane ; who is over all, God bleſſed for ever. 
This eminent Apoſtle was every way quali- 
fied to apply to the Children of Iſrael. For 
beſides the Authority of his Commiſſion, 
which was convey'd to him in ſuch a manner 
| as to leave no room to doubt of its being from 
| God, he had been educated in the ſtricteſt 
Sect of the Jewiſh Religion, and was able to 
argue with them from their own Authorities, 
and to prove from the Law and the Prophets 
that Feſus is very Chriſt. His firſt Applica- 
tions therefore were to them : But as their Fa- 
thers had treated Moſes and the Prophets, fo 
did they treat him. His turning himſelf after- 
wards to the Gentiles, inflamed their Minds a- 
gainſt him; tho he ſtill retained a peculiar 
Affection for the Houſe of Iſrael, and was 


careful to inſtill into his Gentile Converts a 


| Reverence for God's ancient People the Jews. 
The Iſraelites, in their Sentiments of Reli- 
gion, were a People leſs divided than we are. 
In their manner of Living, they contented 
themſelves with a ſubſtantial Simplicity. Their 
Genealogy was carefully preſerved, and was of 
4 very venerable- Antiquity : But they affected 
| of]  _D + - ae 
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20 A Sermon preach'd at the Inthronement 
none of thoſe pompous Titles, which ſometimes 
render Men almoſt inacceſſible to thoſe who 


—— - * 


ſhould miniſter to them in holy Things. And 


in theſe reſpects, one might think it leſs diffi- 
cult to have applied to the Children of Iſrael, 


than to apply to the Children of this Land: 
We -are not leſs prone than they were, to 
murmur and rebel againſt God, to forget his 


Judgments and his Mercies, and the wonderful 


Things he has done for us. 
To a People ever complaining, eaſily dif- 
guſted, but not eaſily pleas d; to a Nation divi- 


ded. againſt it ſelf ; how difficult is it to recom- 
end the Things which make for Peace, and 
Things whereby one may edify another. ? Shall we 


ever mect in any reconciling Meaſures, while 
ſome are unmindful of that Apoſtolical Coun- 
fel, -— to walk in Wiſdom towards them which 
are Without —— and others, as if it were an 
Improvement of this Rule, are breathing no- 


thing but Slander and Contempt againſt thoſe 


that are Within? In ſuch Circumſtances, we 
need no particular Revelation to thew us that 
which 1s 


The Laſt Point to be conſidered fro the 


Text, — that we muſt , ſuffer many Things for | 


the ſake of Chrift. For his Sake we muſt ſtrive 


with the Paſtions of Men; we muſt teach 


them a Law contrary to the Law which is in 
their Members. Men are naturally for efebliſbing 


4 Righteouſneſs of their own, but we muſt teach 
them the Righteouſneſs which is of God by 
Faith. Men are naturally moſt intent upon the 


Things 
* 


of the Ld. Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury. 21 
Things of this World, but we muſt teach them 
to ſeek, in the firſt Place, the Kingdom of God 
and his Righteouſneſs. Men are' naturally” Lo- 
vers of themſelves ; but we muſt teach them to 
deny themſelves. Men are naturally Vain of 
their own Powers and Abilities z but we muſt 
teach them that their Sufficiency is of God. 
Men are naturally ſolicitous to procure Ho- 
nour to themſelves; but we muſt teach them 
to do all for the Glory of God. Men are na- 
turally unruly and Self-will'd; but we muſt. 
recommend to them the Ornament of a meek and 
quiet Spirit, and exhort them to obey them that 
have the Rule over them, for the Lord's ſake. 
Men are naturally Fierce and Vindicative; but 
ve muſt teach them to love their very Enemies, 
and to do good to them that deſpitefully uſe them 
and perfecute them. — 3 

And in teaching theſe things, ſo little ac- 
commodated to the depraved Ne Man- 
kind, what a thankleſs Neglect, what a cold 
Reception, what ſcoffing Reflections, what per- 
verſe Reaſonings, what Contradiftion of Sinners 
muſt we expect to meet with? — And yet, at 
the Peril of our own Souls, as well as of thoſe 
committed to our Charge, theſe Things we 
muſt preach, in Seaſon and out of Seaſon, and 

thus we muſt reprove and exhort Men, with all 
 Long-ſuffering and Doctrine. 5 = 

Jo little Mercenary Souls, devoted to the 
Intereſts of this World, is owing that Diſſem- 
bling of the Truth, that Reſervation in the 
Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, which is ſo groſly 
inconſiſtent 
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22 A Sermon preach d at the Inthronement 


inconſiſtent with that ſtri& Charge we bare 


received from our Lord and Maſter, to teach 
Men to __ all Things whatſoever he has 


commanded us. 


There was, perhaps, never any time, ſince 
the firſt Eſtabliſhment 


In ſome, the want of Faith renders ineffectu- 


al the Miniſtration of the Word of God; 


which, as the Apoſtle tells us, worketh effectu- 


ally in them that Believe , And tis as certain 
that it cannot ſo effectually work in them that 


do not Believe : In them that receive it as the 
Word of Men, and not, as it is in truth, the 
Ford of God. | 


In others, the want of Charity does embar- 
raſs the Work of the Miniſtry, and harden 
Men againſt all forts of Application. How 


many Diſputes and Contentions, how many 
Jealouſies of each other, how many popular 
Diſcontents owe their very Being to this want 


of Charity? — So juſtly does St. Paul aſcribe 


to a ſwerving from the true Principles of 
Chriſtian Charity, that walauoroyiay, as he calls 
it, that vain Fangling, as we tranſlate it, 


which ſerves for nothing but to exerciſe the 


Paſſions of the worſt, and the Patience of 
the beſt of Men. 

In ſuch tempeſtuous Seaſons, only he that 
can rebuke the Winds and the Seas, can en- 
able the Biſhops and Paſtors of the Church 


to. 


Chriſtianity in this 
Nation, -when Men were leſs tractable, leſs 
diſpoſed to be reafon'd with, than they are 
at preſent. Wnt 
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_ to. ſteer the Ark of God ſo skilfully, that : 
| ſhe may neither drive upon the Rocks, nor 

fink into the Sands. 
The Conduct of thoſe who Gab the Flock 3 
&f Chriſt with. 4 8 and true Heart, lt 
rule them prudently with all their Power, will! 
be ſure to be miſrepreſented by all that have 
any evil Deſigns towards the Church, on one 

« fide or the other. But theſe Inſults and Rer 

| proaches, theſe injurious Qonſtructions of our 

Actions, we muſt be prepared to {uffer-for the 
fake of Chriſt. And ene without a Mines 
chus prepared, a Man can do nothing chars 
conſiderable, nothing that is above been 1 

pe kann ſuch Craſts nn Subtiltienaf the De. 

| vil or Man, we muſt fortify our ſelves hy ü = 
dur of Righteouſneſs on the Right Hand nd 

; bn the Left; and by this full Aſſurance of Hope, 

1 pen while wands he Work of him that ſent 

us, he will be mA us always, even ante tbe 


| end of the World. 88 205. 
J Tics chen the chief Shep herd ſal appear. in 
| f all the Fulneſs of the Godhead; tis then, in 


the general Aſſembly of his e in the 
Preſence of his Holy An gels, before Moſes.and 
the Prophets, and the Apaſiles, that he will 
call to account the Miniſters and Stewards of 
his Word. © Then, ſays an ancient Writer, 
„ ſhall the Apoſtles be attendetl triumphantly 
« A the ſeveral Nations, that have, by their 
** Labours, been converted to the Chriſtian 
| ! MM '* Religion. 
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- */ Religion) They challcap _ ys 
Wat 3 of er 2 | 
„ St, Peter with the Faithful of Judd, 
* St. Anulretw with thoſe of Achaia; St. John 
with; thoſe of Aa, and St. Thomas "with 
tt thoſe from the Ladies. And 11) NG © 

Theſe, tis true, are no more than rebable © 

3 Repreſegtariohs of that venerahle Solemnityz 

4 not yet fully and particularly underſtobd: Ban 

* they may ſerve! to give a proper Elevation to 

dur Scols, 0 faſten. the:ill Treatment we ſhall 

weet with in this profane and wicked World, 
= and to excite us to labour more, abundantly: i: _ 

the Work hereunto we are dalle iin . 

- _ For this we know moſt. afuredly;- and chi 
55 no Man taketh from us, that every gad 

hepherd that has ſought that - which tac lbſh, 
and brought again that which was driven away, 
and bound" up bat which | was eee e 
ſtrtngthened that which was fainting,” and pro- 
* ſerved. that which was ſtrong ; ſhall receive from 
| Tis Lord and Maſter an exceeding great Re- 
| compenſe of Reward, even a Crown of Glory 
that fadeth not away. And yet, Not unte ts, 
DOD Lord, not unto us, but — thy -> compli _ 
. —— ever and ever. e 2k 
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